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Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Coltman  Rogers  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Seventh  Annual  Report  upon  the  vital  statistics;  sanitary  con- 
ditions and  general  health  in  the  Rural  District  of  Knighton. 

It  is  required  that  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  report  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  every 
phase  of  health  activity  in  the  area  of  the  Authority  he  serves.  Infectious  disease;  water  and  milk  sup- 
plies; housing;  etc.,  are  among  the  matters  that  come  under  his  purview. 

Social  conditions  generally — as  they  affect  your  District — have  differed  little  from  those  of  pre- 
vious years,  and  the  same  applies  to  the  geographical  conditions  in  the  area. 

Agricultural  workers — men  and  women  alike — form  a large  proportion  of  the  residents. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  Area  for  the  year  show  no  remarkable  change,  and  indicate  that  the 
general  satisfactory  standard  of  health  among  the  inhabitants  has  been  maintained. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  information  tabulated  under  the  heading  of  “ Schools  ” there  have  been 
no  school  closures  during  the  year. 

Much  work  has  been  done  in  regard  to  Housing,  and  much  time  has  been  devoted  to  this  branch 
of  activity.  Good  results  have  been  secured  in  improving  existing  houses. 

STATISTICS 

Total  area  (in  acres)  of  the  District  .. 

Population.  Estimated  mid  year 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


88,872 

3.234 

i,oi(i 

£21.033 

£85 


BIRTHS 

There  were  39  births  registered  during  the  year,  compared  with  31  for  1949;  35  for  1948;  and 
45  for  1947  respectively. 

Of  the  39  births,  21  were  males  and  18  females  (38  being  legitimate  and  one  illegitimate  births). 
This  gives  a birth  rate  of  12.06  for  the  Area  compared  with  15.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

DEATHS 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  34,  compared  vvith  21  for  1949;  28  for 
1948;  and  28  for  1947:  the  death  rate  being  10.5  per  1,000  of  the  whole  population,  compared  with 
11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

Seventeen  deaths  of  residents  took  place  in  various  Institutions  situate  outside  the  Area. 

Of  the  total  34  deaths  recorded  the  ages  of  ten  males  and  13  females  ranged  from  65  years  to 
91  years. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  ^ 

Two  infants  died  under  one  year  of  age;  a low  figure  which  gives  cause  for  satisfaction. 

Both  occurred  in  hospitals  outside  the  Area — one  in  August  (boy,  2 hours)  and  one  in  December 
(boy,  1 1 hours)  respectively. 

The  numbers  for  the  previous  three  years  were:  1949  (2);  1948  (3);  and  1947  (3). 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  under  review  is  51.3  per  1,000  births,  compared  with 
29.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

ANTE  NATAL  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

District  Nurses  continue  to  render  useful  service  in  Maternity  and  General  cases,  while  residents 
in  the  Rural  district  are  able  to  attend  Ante-Natal  Infant  Welfare  and  Tuberculosis  Clinics. 

An  Ambulance  operates  for  Infectious  disease  and  another  where  accidents  are  dealt  with. 

Treatment  for  Venereal  diseases  can  be  had  at  the  Hereford  and  Shrewsbury  hospitals,  both  of 
which  towns  are  within  reasonable  distance. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  SCHEME 

This  scheme  covers  children  under  school  age;  school  children,  and  adults.  Clinics  are  held 
fortnightly  at  Llandrindod  Wells. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE 

In  connection  with  this  service,  as  a result  of  defects  found  at  medical  inspections,  provision 
is  made  for  certain  forms  of  treatment. 

An  eye  Clinic  is  established  at  Knighton.  The  number  of  children  examined  has  increased 
during  recent  years. 

A Dental  scheme  is  established  and  all  Elementary  school  children  are  examined  and  treatment 
is  carried  out  if  the  parents  agTee. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASE 

As  the  majority  of  cases  of  the  Commoner  infectious  disease  occur  among  children,  the  visits 
of  School  Nurses  to  the  homes  have  been  useful  in  connection  with  prevention  and  treatment. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE:  (SCARLET  FEVER) 

Apart  from  one  case  which  occurred  in  March,  when  a boy  of  years  of  age,  residing  in 
Heyope,  was  notihed  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease,  the  district  has  been  quite  free.  The  attack  in 
this  case  was  of  a mild  character;  the  patient  being  treated  at  home  and  made  good  recovery. 

During  May  several  children  of  school  age  were  alleged  to  be  suffering  from  scarlet  fever,  but 

visits  paid  to  the  respective  homes  in  Heyope  and  Knucklas  revealed  complete  freedom  from  the 

disease. 

For  the  past  eleven  years  there  have  been  only  12  cases  of  this  disease  notified,  all  of  which 
were  of  children  of  school  age,  and  ten  houses  only  were  affected. 

DIPHTHERIA 

There  have  been  no  cases  notified,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  District  has  been  free 
of  cases  of  this  disease  since  early  1941. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  resident  in  the  Rural  Area  who  completed  a full  course  of  primary- 
immunisation  during  the  year  under  review  was  30,  but  none  were  given  a second  injection. 

Of  the  thirty  children  dealt  with,  12  were  under  one  year;  17  of  the  age  of  one  year;  and  one 

in  the  age  group  of  5 — 9 years. 
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MEASLES 

No  cases  were  notified  as  having  occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARCICA 

The  district  has  been  completely  free  from  this  disease  for  many  years  past. 

INFLUENZAL  PNEUMONIA 

No  cases  were  notified  as  having  occurred  during  the  year. 

MEMBRANOUS  CROUP 

No  cases  have  been  notified  in  the  district  for  the  past  twelve  years. 

TYPHOID  FEVER 

No  cases  in  1950;  nor  have  any  been  notified  in  the  district  for  many  years  past. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year;  the  last  case  reported  in  the  area  was  in  June,  1944. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

Happily  no  cases  have  been  notified  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year;  nor  have  any 
occurred  for  the  past  twelve  years. 

ERYSIPELAS 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  in  March,  the  patient  being  a married  woman  of  30  years, 
resident  in  the  parish  of  Heyope. 

Previous  to  the  above  there  had  been  no  case  reported  in  the  Area  since  March,  1940. 

CANCER 

There  have  happily  been  no  cases  occur  or  deaths  recorded  of  persons  of  either  sex  as  having 
suffered  from  this  malignant  disease. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

Six  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified — three  in  September  and  the  same  number  during  October. 
Four  of  these  were  male  patients  of  27;  26;  25  and  7 years  respectively,  of  whom  three  were  non- 
paralytic in  character. 

The  two  female  patients  were  married  women  of  28  years  and  27  years,  the  former  being  a 
resident  of  Shrewsbury,  who  was  spending  a holiday  with  relatives  in  the  district. 

In  five  of  the  six  cases  notified  the  patients  were  removed  for  observation  and  treatment  to 
Copthorne  hospital,  Shrewsbury;  and  the  sixth  to  Hereford  hospital.  In  each  case  the  patients  made 
good  recovery. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Four  cases  were  repored  during  the  year;  two  of  which  were  of  a non-pulmonary  character. 

One  man,  a farmer  of  58  years,  was  an  in-patient  of  a hospital  at  Newtown. 

A young  man,  also  a farmer  aged  30  years,  was  admitted  in  August  to  the  South  Wales 
Sanatorium. 

Two  cases — both  non-pulmonary — a woman  of  35  years  and  a young  man  of  24  years  were  re- 
moved for  treatment  to  Gobowen,  Shropshire. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  all  houses  in  which  infection  occurs  on  receipt  of  notification, 
when  the  surroundings  are  investigated  and  advice  given  as  to  precautions  which  may  be  taken  by 
other  members  of  the  family  concerned. 

SCHOOLS 

There  have  been  no  school  closures  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious  disease.  Health 
conditions  generally,  as  they  affected  children  of  school  age,  of  both  sexes,  were  very  good. 

I'he  drainage  system  at  Beguildy  schools,  which  was  the  subject  of  conference  with  the  County 
Education  department,  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  under  review. 
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No  difficulty  arose  at  any  time  of  the  year  in  regard  to  the  water  supply  at  Dolau  school.  This 
supply  was  the  subject  of  special  reports  during  the  latter  end  of  1949.  there  being  anxiety  caused  to 
the  County  Education  Committee  as  to  its  adequacy  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  school  premises  and 
those  of  the  Rural  Council's  housing  site  near  by,  which  is  connected  to  the  same  system. 

During  the  year  a series  of  surveys  was  made  to  the  water  supplies  at  all  the  schools  throughout 
the  Rural  area,  when  it  was  reported  that  there  was  an  abundant  supply  available  for  use  at  the  respec- 
tive school  houses,  canteens,  cloakrooms  and  other  buildings  (water-closets,  etc.)  associated  with  such 
school  premises. 
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SCHOOL  CANTEENS 

Mid-day  meals  are  provided  and  served  to  practically  95%  of  the  children  of  all  ages  and  both 
sexes  attending  the  thirteen  schools  in  use  in  the  Rural  area. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925 

No  action  on  the  part  of  your  Officers  has  been  necessary  under  the  above  Regulations;  the 
general  health  and  conditions  of  life  of  those  engaged  in  the  milk  industry  having  continued  to 
reach  a high  standard.  None  the  less,  there  has  been  no  relaxing  of  the  vigilance  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  infection  by  tuberculosis  through  the  medium  of  milk.  Entiuiries  are  regularly 
made  into  the  health  of  members  of  the  households  engaged  in  the  production  and  handling  of  food- 
stitffs,  and  especially,  as  stated,  of  the  milk  supply. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  exercise  the  powers  of  Local  Aitthorities  in  these  matters  during 
the  year. 

FOOD  SUPPLY  AND  INSPECTION 

The  question  of  food  supply  is  one  which  received  constant  attention  from  your  Sanitary  In- 
spector who  holds  the  Diploma  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Food  and  Meat  Inspectors. 

In  addition  to  visits  which  are  paid  to  all  places  where  food  is  produced  or  prepared  for 
human  consumption,  every  opportunity  is  taken  to  examine  Fishmongers'  and  Fruiterers'  Vans,  also 
Butchers’  Vans,  while  delivering  in  the  district. 

Great  care  is  exercised  by  most  of  those  responsible  for  the  goods  displayed  for  sale  in  this 
manner,  and  by  reason  of  the  generally  high  standard  maintained  in  this  direction,  there  has  been 
no  occasion  when  official  action  was  necessary. 

The  meat  of  animals  killed  by  the  farmers  and  cottagers  has  been  of  a generally  good  quality. 

LAND  WORKERS’  HOSTEL:  WHITTON 

Regular  systematic  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Hostel,  which  buildings  up  to  August,  1949  had 
been  used  to  house  about  twenty  Land  Girls.  Since  the  above  date  the  premises  have  been  occupied  by 
fourteen  Poles  and  a staff  of  four  in  charge. 

The  water  supply  here  is  obtained  from  the  Hengwm  stream  and  is  pumped  by  Ram  to  a tank 
on  the  Hostel  site.  'The  water  is  subject  to  chlorination,  and  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  health 
of  those  in  occupation  samples  of  the  water  are  taken  regularly  for  analysis. 

During  July  a conference  took  place  on  the  Site  between  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Officials 
of  the  Ministry  of  Works,  Cardiff,  when  questions  of  water  supply  and  sewerage  effluent  were  dis- 
cussed. Following  this  meeting  the  Chlorinating  plant  was  thoroughly  overhauled  and  conditions 
have  since  been  very  satisfactory. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 

The  year  has  been  a successful  one  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  amount  of  sanitary  and  struc- 
tural improvements  affecting  all  classes  of  properties,  that  have  been  carried  out.  The  repairs 
effected  have  involved  the  spending  by  owners  of  large  sums  of  money  in  an  endeavour  to  bring  their 
respective  properties  to  within  a reasonable  and  modern  standard  of  housing  and  sanitation. 
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The  meetings  which  have  been  held  from  time  to  time  on  the  spot  between  the  parties  con- 
cerned have  totalled  a considerable  number;  and  such  meetings  have  been  productive  of  a very  real  and 
earnest  understanding  and  close  co-operation  in  a desire  to  provide  such  conditions  in  and  around 
the  dwelling  houses  and  other  buildings  as  must  be  beneficial  to  health  generally. 

These  personal  interviews  form  a prominent  and  marked  feature  of  the  daily  routine  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspector's  duties,  and  such  co-operation  as  has  been  secured  in  this  way  has  been  much 
appreciated  and  valued. 


PARISH  ROOM:  DOLAU 

The  structural  and  sanitary  conditions  affecting  the  above  building — which  was  formerly  the 
Village  school  but  now  used  as  a Parish  room  for  all  kinds  of  meetings,  social  and  otherwise — were 
the  subject  of  discussions  between  the  Parish  Council  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  following  several 
meetings  on  the  spot,  agreement  was  reached  as  to  the  nature  and  volume  of  improvements  necessary 
to  be  carried  out  to  satisfy  your  requirements. 

General  repairs  to  the  main  building,  both  internal  and  external,  were  to  be  effected  and  new 
water  closet  accommodation  to  be  installed  for  the  use  of  members  of  both  sexes.  Necessary  work  is 
to  be  put  in  hand  in  the  early  part  of  1951. 


HOUSING 

The  housing  conditions  of  the  Rural  District  have  been  kept  under  constant  observation  during 
the  year  with  the  view  to  the  effecting  of  repairs  and  improvements  when  such  works  were  found 
necessary  to  be  carried  out  to  comply  with  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

There  is  in  the  Rural  district  much  old  property  which,  with  due  repairs  and  renovations,  can 
and  is  being  utilised  to  lessen  the  inconvenience  caused  by  the  shortage  of  houses,  and  during  the  past 
year  many  cottages  have  been  repaired  and  brought  up  to  modern  standards  of  habitation,  and  in  this 
connection  really  good  work  has  been  done. 

Owners  have  been  quite  willing  in  most  cases  to  consider  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of 
conditions  under  which  their  tenants  live,  and  their  readiness  in  giving  effect  to  such  recommendations 
as  are  made  from  time  to  time,  shows  that  they  have  the  welfare  of  their  tenants  in  mind. 

A six-roomed  cottage  of  good  dimensions,  situate  in  the  Village  of  Norton,  was  for  ten  years  used 
for  occupation  by  one  small  family  only  (from  Birmingham).  Following  advice  tendered  to  the  owner, 
possession  of  the  cottage  was  obtained  and  the  premises  were  subsequently  “ let  ” to  and  occupied  by 
a family  of  eight  persons,  four  members  of  which  work  in  the  district.  Repairs  and  renovations  were 
carried  out  and  conditions  generally  as  regards  the  cottage  and  its  surroundings  were  greatly  improved. 

The  premises  known  as  " The  Downses  ” in  the  parish  of  Llangunllo  had  been  vacant  for  many 
years.  Conditions  here  were  reported  upon  as  being  very  unsatisfactory  and  unfit  for  habitation.  The 
cottage  had  been  “ let  ” to  an  elderly  woman,  but  foilowing  steps  taken  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
other  accommodation  was  found  for  her  in  another  part  of  the  parish. 

Conditions  affecting  The  Birches,  Lloiney,  were  very  unsatisfactory  from  every  point  of  view, 
but  the  owners,  who  moved  outside  the  district,  let  the  premises  to  a jobbing  builder,  who  carried  out 
a good  deal  of  necessary  structural  work  to  give  effect  to  recommendations  made  to  satisfy  your  re- 
quirements. 

The  owner  of  premises  at  Llangunllo — Michaels  Hall — who,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  resided 
outside  the  district,  applied  for  a certificate  to  the  effect  that  the  premises  were  unfit  for  habitation, 
but  as  the  owner  was  responsible  for  effecting  necessary  repairs  to  make  the  house  habitable  for  his  own 
occupation,  the  request  for  such  a certificate  was  not  granted. 

The  well-built  bungalow  erection  at  Llangunllo  (Summerfield),  which  had  been  vacant  for 
some  time,  changed  ownership  in  April,  and  considerable  sanitary  and  structural  improvements  were 
carried  out.  Water  supply  was  laid  on  to  the  premises  and  indoor  sanitation  with  a modern  system 
of  sewage  disposal  installed. 

The  Riverside  Cottage,  Duthlas,  which  had  been  reported  upon  a few  years  ago  as  being  unfit  for 
habitation  was  found  to  be  occupied  by  an  elderly  man  of  69  years.  Conditions  generally  were  un- 
satisfactory, part  of  the  wall  structure  being  unsafe.  On  the  advice  of  your  Sanitai7  Inspector  the  man 
moved  out  of  the  building  within  24  hours. 
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A building  was  found  to  have  been  erected  at  Bleddfa  without  plans  being  submitted  for  ap- 
proval. This  was  occupied  by  a lady  relative  of  the  owner  of  an  adjoining  house.  Closet  accommo- 
dation was  available  near  by,  and  a water  supply  was  obtained  from  a spring  within  easy  reach. 

The  accommodation  at  Crychell  Cottage,  Llananno,  was  considered  very  inadequate  for  the 
family  of  six  persons  in  occupation  in  November.  The  owner  has  since  caused  to  be  added  one  good- 
sized  living  room  and  two  bedrooms,  with  much  needed  repair  work  to  the  wash-house  and  the  laying 
of  a new  system  of  drainage. 

Conditions  affecting  the  main  structure — walls  and  roofs — of  the  farm  house  at  Llancoch,  Llan- 
gunllo,  and  the  sanitai^  arrangements  in  use  here  were  far  from  satisfactory.  As  a result  of  recommen- 
dations made  considerable  structural  and  sanitary  improvements  were  carried  out  which  brought  the 
premises  up  to  a modem  standard  of  habitation. 

A three-roomed  cottage — Brynithon — at  Llanbister  Road,  was  reported  upon  as  being  in  so  dan- 
gerous a condition  as  to  render  it  unfit  for  habitation  It  was  occupied  by  a family  of  four  people- 
mother  and  her  three  sons  of  22,  19  and  17  years  respectively.  On  a visit  being  paid  to  the  premises 
in  November,  when  your  Sanitary  Inspector  was  accompanied  by  the  owner  of  the  property,  the  occu- 
pier was  advised  to  secure  other  and  more  suitable  accommodation  which  was  known  to  be  available 
within  easy  distance.  The  matter  was  being  dealt  with  during  December  and  it  was  hoped  that  a 
satisfactory  solution  would  be  found  early  in  the  new  year. 

Many  properties — both  large  and  small — have  been  dealt  with  in  the  course  of  the  year  in  almost 
every  one  of  the  sixteen  parishes  comprising  the  Rural  District. 


COUNCIL  HOUSING  SCHEMES 

It  was  reported  in  1949  that  40  new  houses  to  house  agricultural  workers  were  to  be  erected  as 
a first  instalment  of  the  housing  programme,  and  that  at  the  end  of  that  year  eight  of  the  forty  houses 
were  nearing  completion — four  at  Whitton,  and  four  at  Dolau.  These  have  since  been  completed  and 
are  now  let  for  occupation. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  under  review  work  had  commenced  on  three  other  sites,  viz.  Nor- 
ton (4);  Llangunllo  (6);  and  Llandewy  (6).  At  the  end  of  the  year  all  16  houses  had  been  completed 
and  were  occupied. 

The  housing  schemes  for  the  Teme  Valley  are  held  in  abeyance  until  the  water  schemes  for 
(a)  Felindre  and  Beguildy;  and  (b)  Knucklas  and  Lloiney  have  materialised. 

A survey  of  the  Fronwen  Village  and  Tynyberth  districts  of  Dolau  was  carried  out  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  of  suitable  sites  for  the  erection  of  eight  houses  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  in 
the  Dolau  area.  Meetings  took  place  in  October  and  November  when  Council  representatives  and 
Officials  concerned  made  an  inspection  of  the  various  sites  which  were  considered  suitable  for  the 
purpose. 

WATER  SUPPLIES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

The  general  question  of  the  water  supply  of  the  District  has  had  a good  deal  of  attention  dur- 
ing the  year.  As  regards  the  supplies  generally,  these  have  been  both  ample  in  quantity  and  good 
in  quality.  No  shortage  was  reported  from  any  part  of  the  district  during  the  year. 

Thirty-five  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  Wells,  Springs  and  village  piped  supplies  in  various 
parts  of  the  Rural  area;  and  these  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  at  Aberystwyth  for  analysis. 

Where  there  is  a public  supply  available  a number  of  houses  have  been  connected  with  the 
services;  while  in  others  deriving  their  supplies  from  Wells  and  Springs,  many  of  them  have  been  thor- 
oughly cleaned  out  and  repairs  effected  where  found  necessary. 

None  of  the  waters  in  the  case  of  piped  supplies  are  known  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action;  no 
lead  pipes  being  in  use  as  part  of  the  systems,  so  that  in  no  case  has  contamination  from  or  by  lead 
taken  place. 

Though  wintry  conditions  were  experienced  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  none  of  the  piped 
services  were  affected  by  frost. 
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The  piped  system  at  Beguildy  has  been  in  use  for  over  70  years.  The  source  of  supply  here 
is  stream  water,  which  source  is  regarded  by  all  Authorities — unless  chlorinated — with  extreme  sus- 
picion. As  the  result  of  a special  inspection  made  of  the  filtering  and  storage  chambers  in  the  Cwm- 
bugail  Valley,  both  tanks  were  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and  the  filtering  media  replaced  with  clean 
gravel  and  sand. 

It  was  reported  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector  early  in  May  that  the  water  supply  to  the  Council 
houses  at  Whitton  had  failed;  but  it  was  found  that  the  supply  had  been  cut  off  in  the  mains  for  a 
connection  to  be  made  to  the  service  pipe  for  a new  house  being  built  near  by. 

The  water  supply  at  Kings  Head,  Dolau,  was  kept  under  observation  during  the  year.  There 
are  two  wells  18  feet  deep  available  here  on  land  within  twenty  yards  of  the  rear  of  the  nine  cottages 
comprising  the  block  of  property.  On  the  occasion  of  a visit  paid  in  July  there  was  in  each  well  a 
depth  of  12-13  feet  of  water. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  early  part  of  1950  by  the  residents  in  the  Village  of 
Llaithddu  in  obtaining  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  their  various  needs.  An  examination  made  of 
the  source  of  supply — a Spring  situate  on  the  hill  above  the  Village — revealed  an  excellent  yield,  but 
the  piped  system,  of  one  inch  bore,  was  found  badly  affected  from  corrosion.  The  whole  length  of  the 
pipe  line  was  cleaned  of  rusty  deposits,  and  the  yield  of  several  other  springs  found  near  the  storage 
chamber  was  added  to  the  supply,  since  when  there  has  been  an  abundance  of  water  available  for  use. 

The  piped  scheme  from  the  Spring  source  of  supply  to  the  Crossway  cottages,  Llandewy,  150 
yards  distant,  was  laid  and  completed  by  July,  and  the  scheme  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
occupiers  of  cottages  in  that  area. 

A survey  of  the  Stonewall  Hill  area,  Norton,  was  made  during  September  when  contact  was 
made  with  the  owners  of  the  respective  properties  there  to  discuss  the  question  of  installing  either  a 
Ram  or  an  Electric  pump  to  force  water  from  the  Spring  in  the  Valley  below  to  a storage  chamber 
to  be  built  on  higher  ground,  from  which  a piped  system  would  be  laid  to  the  several  premises  in  that 
District.  It  is  hoped  that  such  a scheme  will  be  carried  out  to  supply  the  needs  of  this  particular  area. 


SEWERAGE  SCHEMES 

The  question  of  improving  the  conditions  affecting  the  sewage  tank  on  land  in  the  Village  of 
Llanbister  had  been  under  consideration  since  1946,  as  a result  of  reports  submitted  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  regard  to  the  absence  of  a proper  and  efficient  system  of  drainage  there  to  deal  with  the 
house  waste  from  the  eight  properties  in  the  Village. 

Following  a survey  of  the  area  by  the  Council’s  Architect  and  Sanitary  Inspector  in  May,  1949 
a sewerage  scheme  was  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  for  their  consideration, 
but  nothing  further  was  heard  from  that  Department  on  the  matter.  Your  Council  therefore  agreed 
to  the  provision  of  a modified  scheme  to  deal  with  the  sewage  effluents  from  the  various  properties 
here.  The  work  was  put  in  hand  early  in  1950  and  was  completed  by  July  in  accordance  with  plans 
and  specifications  submitted  to  and  approved  by  your  Council. 

Periodical  surveys  of  the  sewage  tanks  associated  with  the  drainage  arrangements  of  the  various 
Council  housing  sites  were  made  during  the  year,  and  conditions  found,  affecting  such  tanks,  were 
reported  upon  from  time  to  time. 

As  regards  the  sewering  of  other  parishes  comprising  the  Rural  district,  the  Consulting  Engineers, 
Cardiff,  who  are  preparing  a series  of  water  schemes  for  your  Concil  have  been  requested  to  prepare 
sewerage  schemes  to  cover  every  parish,  which  matters  will  be  dealt  with  when  the  various  water 
schemes  have  been  completed. 


NEW  DISTRICT  WATER  SCHEMES 

With  regard  to  the  Llandewy  water  scheme — one  of  a series  to  be  carried  out  in  the  Rural  area — 
good  progress  was  made  in  the  laying  of  the  piped  system  from  the  Reservoir  to  the  Village.  The 
owners  of  the  Village  properties,  with  those  situate  along  the  course  of  the  mains,  have  applied  for 
service  connections  to  be  made  to  their  various  premises  and  this  work  has  since  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out. 

The  contract  for  the  laying  of  the  Dolau  scheme  has  been  accepted  and  work  will  be  put  in 
hand  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
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During  January  and  February  visits  were  paid  to  the  district  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engin- 
eers, Cardiff,  and  a member  of  the  Engineering  department,  Welsh  Board  of  Health.  Joint  surveys  were 
made  of  a number  of  parishes  where  water  schemes  are  to  be  provided. 

In  April  visits  were  also  paid  to  the  Area  by  officials  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  when  a 
large  volume  of  information  was  sought  regarding  all  the  water  supply  undertakings  in  operation  in 
the  Rural  district. 


MILK  SUPPLIES 

Though  the  administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders  is  now  operated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agricidture,  it  is  the  duty  of  local  Authorities  to  ensure  that  conditions  affecting  the  production  and 
handling  of  milk  are  satisfactorily  carried  into  effect. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  during  the  year  considerable  improvements  have  been 
effected  at  quite  a number  of  dairy  farms. 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  of  all  farm  buildings  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  Changes 
of  occupation  and  ownership  of  farm  properties  have  taken  place  in  quite  a number  of  instances. 

Application  to  be  Registered  under  the  Dairies  Order  have  been  made  by  and  granted  to  a 
number  of  persons  desirous  of  retailing  milk  in  the  Rural  area.  The  buildings  on  the  premises  con- 
cerned had  been  adapted  to  meet  the  required  standard. 

Contact  has  been  made  with  most  farmer-producers  and  retailers  throughout  the  district  and 
useful  discussions  have  taken  place  on  the  spot. 

A new  cow-house  to  house  12  dairy  cows  at  Blaenywern,  Knucklas,  has  been  erected  on  modern 

lines. 

A farmer-producer  in  the  area  had  been  under  treatment  and  observation  at  the  hospital,  Shrews- 
bury. Blood  tests  taken  for  examination  revealed  conditions  arising  from  Undulent  fever,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  Medical  specialists  in  charge  of  the  case,  an  investigation  into  the  liie  history  of  each 
of  the  dairy  cows  on  the  farm  was  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture's Veterinary  Surgeon.  A number  of  visits  were  paid  to  the  farm  premises  and  a sample  of  milk 
taken  from  each  of  the  seven  cows,  which  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Salop  Hos- 
pital for  bacteriological  examination.  The  results  of  such  examination  pioved  very  satisfactory,  the 
report  being  “ Br  Abortus  was  not  isolated  from  any  of  the  guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  milk  samples 
from  any  of  the  seven  cows  in  question.” 

FARM  WATER  SUPPLIES 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  for  some  years  past  many  owners  of  and  Agents  for  farm  prop- 
erties situate  in  almost  every  one  of  the  16  parishes  in  the  Rural  district,  have  made  good  use  of  the 
facilities  available  under  the  various  Regulations  to  provide  water  supplies  from  untapped  sources  on 
hills  to  their  respective  properties,  ranging  in  distance  from  too  yards  to  400  yards  and  over;  towards 
the  cost  of  which  piped  schemes,  amounting  in  many  cases  to  hundreds  of  pounds,  the  Ministry, 
through  the  County  Agricultural  Committee,  have  made  grants  of  40  to  50%. 

Such  applications  for  grants  have  been  referred  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector  who  has  to  satisfy 
the  Ministry’s  Officers  that  the  quality  of  the  water  to  be  harnessed  and  piped  to  the  farm  premises  is 
wholesome  and  of  an  adequate  volume. 

An  investigation  has  been  made  into  the  sources  of  supply  and  a sample  of  the  water  taken  in 
each  case  for  analysis,  the  result  of  which  has  been  forwarded  to  the  appropriate  Department 
concerned. 

Where  and  when  such  schemes  have  been  laid,  the  occupiers  of  the  farm  premises  affected  have 
universally  expressed  their  keen  appreciation  of  the  advantages  and  benefits  from  such  schemes. 


SANITATION  OF  LICENSED  PREMISES 

Special  visits  of  inspection  of  all  Licensed  (public  house)  premises  in  the  Rural  District  have 
been  carried  out  at  regular  intervals  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  with  a view  to  observing  the  conditions 
under  which  the  public  conveniences  (water  closets  and  urinals)  provided  for  the  use  of- customers  of 
both  sexes  are  maintained. 

All  the  licensed  premises  concerned  have  been  brought  up  to  modern  standard  of  both  indoor 
and  outdoor  sanitary  accommodation. 

Conditions  affecting  all  such  premises  were  found  to  be  well  kept  and  maintained. 
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KEEPING  OF  ANIMALS 

In  quite  a number  of  cases  in  various  parts  of  the  District  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  take 
official  action  requiring  the  remedying  of  conditions  in  respect  of  the  keeping  of  animals — mainly  pigs — 
both  on  the  score  of  their  Being  insanitary  and  offensive.  The  animals  were  housed  under  very  in- 
sanitary conditions;  the  buildings  being  unsuitable  and  the  general  surdoundings  unsatisfactory. 

In  such  cases  the  animals  were  removed  and  the  old  unsatisfactory  premises  ceased  to  be  used 
for  that  purpose.  Where  suitable  plots  of  ground  were  available  within  easy  distance,  owners  of  such 
animals  have  been  encouraged  to  erect  a better  type  of  pig-stye  with  suitable  flooring  and  drainage,  etc. 

NUISANCES 

rhe  consistent  policy  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  in  regard  to  nuisances  has  been  to  prevent,  by 
frequent  visits  to  the  various  parishes,  any  conditions  likely  to  affect  adversely  the  health  of  either  resi- 
dents or  visitors.  This  policy  has  been  pursued  rather  than  that  of  dealing  with  bad  conditions 
when  they  had  so  developed  as  to  become  offensive,  on  the  ground  that  “ prevention  is  better  than 
cure.”  That  such  an  attitude  is  the  better  has  undoubtedly  been  proved  by  the  absence  of  any  serious 
conditions  existing  in  the  Area. 

It  may  be  claimed  that  the  success  attending  this  policy  has  been  a gratifying  feature  in  the 
administration  of  your  Rural  Area. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS’  ACTS 

No  case  of  Anthrax  in  animals  or  any  other  disease  under  the  above  Acts  have  occurred  in  the 
District  during  the  year. 

OVERCROWDING 

In  not  a single  case  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  take  action  in  regard  to  overcrowding  con- 
ditions in  any  part  of  your  District.  There  were  a few  cases  where  families  lived  under  such  conditions 
as  were  considered  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  unhealthy  and  all  were  satisfactodily  dealt  with. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  character  and  habits  of  the  people  must  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion and  must  influence  official  action  as  well  as  a desire  to  carry  out  the  laws.  Much  can  be  done 
without  resort  to  Regulations  and  this  can  be  borne  out  by  the  successful  results  of  work  achieved  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  during  recent  years. 

COMPLAINTS 

There  have  been  few  complaints  made  or  received  as  to  the  existence  of  nuisances  in  any  part 
of  the  District.  This  is  attributable  largely  to  the  fact  that  the  frequency  of  the  visits  paid  to  every 
parish  enables  your  Sanitary  Inspector  to  keep  himself  in  touch  with  any  condition  likely  to  give  cause 
for  complaint,  and  thus  be  able  to  deal  expeditiously  with  unsatisfactory  conditions  while  in  their  early 
stages. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHED  ERECTIONS 

Comparatively  few  of  these  erections  were  met  with  during  the  year  under  review.  For  the  past 
few  years  they  have  been  discouraged  in  the  Rural  District,  because  of  the  absence  of  pioper  sanitary 
conditions.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  insistence  on  such  provision  being  made  makes  the  owners  of 
such  dwellings  avoid  the  district. 

The  few  cases  of  Caravans  met  with  were  mainly  those  who  were  passing  through  the  district 
to  other  areas. 

RIVER  POLLUTION 

The  rivers  and  streams  in  the  District  are  subject  of  constant  observation  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  to  ensure  that  nothing  offensive  finds  its  way  into  them  to  affect  the  condition  of  the  water. 
Generally  the  rivers  and  streams  can  be  said  to  be  quite  free  from  sewage  or  works  trade  refuse. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  question  of  instituting  a scheme  or  series  of  schemes  for  the  collection  and  disposal 
of  refuse  throughout  the  Rural  area  has  been  under  consideration  by  your  Council  during  the  year  but, 
by  reason  of  the  expense  involved,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  postpone  the  matter  for  the  time 
being.  The  Council  is  already  committed  to  very  heavy  expenditure  in  the  provision  of  water  schemes 
for  eight  of  the  sixteen  parishes  comprising  the  Rural  District. 
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The  tipping  of  refuse  of  all  kinds  on  a strip  of  ground  situate  on  Cefn  hill,  Llanbister,  was  the 
subject  of  a report  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  in  April.  The  site  in  question  has  been  used  for 
generations  and  is  considered  very  suitable  for  the  purpose,  but  the  Villagers  and  others  concerned 
took  no  steps  in  levelling  the  dumps  and  covering  them  over  with  clean  soil,  which  is  available  on 
the  spot. 

Since  April,  however,  the  site  has  been  dealt  with  at  regular  intervals  and  conditions  here  have 
greatly  improved. 

RODENT  CONTROL:  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACTS,  1949 

This  Act,  which  re-enacts  with  modifications  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  makes 
provision  for  preventing  loss  of  food  by  infestation  and  for  purposes  connected  therewith,  came  into 
operation  on  April  1st,  1950.  Under  the  Act  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Local  Authority  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure,  so  far  as  practicable,  that  their  district  is  kept  free  from  Rats  and 
Mice. 

During  the  year  a Rodent  Operator  was  appointed  to  act  jointly  between  your  Council  and 
Rhayader  Council,  and,  whilst  employed  in  your  area  the  Operator  has  carried  out  a detailed  survey 
of  dwelling  houses  in  most  of  the  sixteen  parishes.  Owners  and  occupiers  alike  have  asked  for  ser- 
vice in  the  destruction  of  rats,  and  such  attention  having  been  given,  has  proved  to  be  very  successful 
in  their  results. 

Most  farmers  in  the  area — which  is  a very  wide  and  scattered  one — have  contracts  with  the 
County  Agricultural  Committee  to  deal  with  the  destruction  of  rodents.  In  a number  of  cases  shop- 
keepers also  have  a similar  arrangement  with  that  body. 

Your  officers  are  satisfied  that  in  cost  cases  throughout  your  Rural  area  farmer-owners  and 
occupers  discharge  their  obligations  under  the  above  Act  in  a very  efficient  and  satisfactory  manner. 
There  are  no  sewers  in  any  part  of  the  Rural  area;  nor  are  there  any  public  refuse  tips. 

MIDWIVES  ACT 

The  several  Nurses  engaged  by  the  County  Nursing  Association  carry  out  the  duties  of  Health 
Visitors  for  the  County  Council;  and  those  concerned  in  the  administration  of  the  Act  are  in  constant 
touch  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

The  few  buildings  in  the  Rural  District  which  come  within  the  scope  of  this  Act  were  frequently 
inspected  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  no  contraventions  were  found. 

OUTWORKERS 

There  are  no  Out-Workers  in  the  Area  so  far  as  your  Officers  are  aware. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

In  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District  there  is  not  a single  Common  Lodging  house;  nor  are  there 
any  Cellar  dwellings  in  the  Area. 

CONCLUSION 

I would  like  before  concluding  my  Report  to  express  my  warm  appreciation  of  the  excellent 
assistance  so  unfailingly  rendered  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  D.  Llewellyn.  I greatly  value  his 
willing  and  tactful  help  on  all  occasions. 

May  I also  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Council  for  the  support  accorded  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duties.  The  constant  help  and  co-operation  of  members  is  greatly  appreciated. 

The  work  is  on  the  increase  as  a result  of  new  legislation  introduced  from  year  to  year,  which 
widens  the  scope  of  the  public  officials’  duties. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  CARMAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


